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 Summer is upon us. After complaining about the weather for 
months, we have had some really great weather recently: 75° during 
the day, and 55° at night. Enjoy it 
while it is perfect, pretty soon it will be 
hotter. Our spring dry spell has 
passed. The rain has been wonderful 
for the grass and flowers, and the golf 
course is in excellent condition. Lots 
of credit must go to our tireless 
maintenance staff for cleaning up all 
of the sticks and branches from the 
infamous ice storm. Only a few 
branches now remain. 

 We have experienced a breakout of mosquitos recently, but the 
superintendent has promised to eradicate them before Fathers Day 
(more details on page 4). We do always have mosquito spray on hand 
if you need to borrow some. 

 Indian Hills has recently begun accepting reservations for tee 
times during the week. Please give us a call when you are coming out, 
or call the day before. We have always accepted reservations on week-
ends and holidays; you can make weekend reservations beginning 
Thursday of that week. Our experience has taught us that this system 
has pros and cons. It usually works wonderfully for golfers who check 
in five to ten minutes before their scheduled time, so please be on 
time! More details on page 2.  

 If you play with a high-spin premium golf ball, we have a new 
golf ball special that may be of interest to you. We have the Nike 20Xi 
(the 2012 version) in both the x-distance and x-spin models for 
$39.99 per dozen, or $9.99 for a sleeve. 

 If you are looking for a new golf bag, it has been said that we 
have the lowest prices around. Stop by and take a look at our selec-
tion. The MSU cart bags and stand bags have been particularly popu-
lar. Often, if you want a certain color or style, we can order that for 
you as well.  
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 HELPFUL TIPS 

 Remember the first time you played golf? Remember how confus-

ing it all was? Not just the golf swing, which is complicated enough, but 

also all of the etiquette and rules to follow. There are a lot of things to 

keep in mind when you’re playing, but one of the most important things 

is that you are sharing the golf course with other people. Golf course eti-

quette mostly means showing respect for other people and respect for 

the golf course. Sometimes, with all of the things that we’re thinking 

about, we don’t remember to do all of the little things that help to make 

golf an enjoyable experience for everyone. 

 Step one, of course, is to be on time. If you have reserved a tee 

time, then it is recommended that you check in five to ten minutes before 

your scheduled time so that you will be teeing off right on time. When 

just one golfer is late at a busy time, it can cause a cascade effect that re-

sults in many people teeing off late. This is not a good beginning, and of-

ten sets a bad tone for the entire round. While we try to accommodate 

everyone who wants to play, it can become difficult when we are busy. It 

is always a good idea to call ahead and reserve a tee time, but remember 

that when we commit to saving that specific time for you, we are also 

committed to  saving other times for other people. If you miss your time, 

it is possible that you may have to wait awhile for the next opening. Ide-

ally, a group of golfers would tee off every eight minutes and play at ex-

actly the same pace, creating a smooth flow of play. 

 Please try to play your nine hole round in two hours or less. It is 

true that pace of play may vary from one group to the next. The basic 

rule is to keep up with the group in front of you. Groups of five or more 

players are not permitted because they usually will play more slowly, 

thereby slowing down all of the golfers behind them. If your group is not 

playing quickly, and the group (or individual golfer) behind you is no-

ticeably faster, then it is best to let the faster golfers play through. Often 

the most efficient way to do this is to tee off on a hole, and then let the 

faster group tee off and continue through before your group hits their 

second shots. Obviously, safety is always of primary importance. You 

should never hit a shot that can fly far enough to hit or injure players in 

front of you, but it is still important to keep up. 

 There are lots of little things, and some big things, that affect pace 

of play. The main thing is simply being ready to hit when it is your turn. 

It is permissible (even recommended) to have a pre-shot routine, but this 

need only take a few seconds. It is not necessary to waste any extra time. 

The other factor that is most responsible for slow play is hunting for lost 

or wayward golf balls. Nothing slows down play more than hunting for 
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golf balls. USGA rules permit five minutes to look for a 

ball. Sometimes, though, if you are reasonably certain that 

the ball is lost -usually in a hazard-  you should give up the 

search and just drop another ball (with a one stroke penal-

ty, of course).  

  Cell phones are a major distraction on the golf 

course; if you must use one, please turn off the ringer. If 

you stand and talk on the phone while making the group 

behind you wait, it is virtually guaranteed to create bad 

feelings.  

   Let the group behind you hit up on par three holes 

after you have reached the green. This allows for a 

smoother flow and less waiting, making it less likely to 

have large gaps between groups. 

 Please play the holes in order. If you jump to an-

other hole, you may very well interfere with other golfers. 

There may be some space behind you at first, but if  the 

group behind you has to wait for you at any time, then 

you would be responsible for slowing them down unneces-

sarily. Additionally, it makes things difficult for the golf 

course maintenance staff when golfers appear in unex-

pected places.    

  Respect others: don’t talk when someone else is hit-

ting. Wild yelling and whooping may possibly be appropri-

ate for a hole in one, or a comparable once in a lifetime 

achievement. Otherwise, hold it down, and allow everyone 

a peaceful setting.  

 Don’t stand where you may be hit by swing, or a 

ball from your own group. Yell “fore” if there is a danger 

that your ball may hit someone else. 

 Leave the course in better shape than you found it. 

Please replace divots and repair ball marks on the greens. 

There are containers of divot mix (sand and grass seed) on 

the par three tees and on the electric golf carts as well. 

When divots and ball marks are repaired promptly and 

properly they heal and recover up to 10 times faster. That 

means a nicer golf course and a better golf experience for 

everybody. 

 

Leave the course in better shape 

than you found it. That means a 

nicer golf course and a better 

golf experience for everybody. 
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 J.C.’s COURSE NOTES 

 First things first, we began our mosquito treatments this past week. Initial results are good 

and conditions should steadily improve. We will apply a second treatment later this week to hit 

some more areas and give the worst spots another dose. The shop will continue to provide repellent 

as needed. Please remember if you do apply bug spray on the course, do so only in the rough or on 

the paths. The spray does kill the shorter grass like greens, tees, and fairways. The skeeters aren’t all 

bad, I’ve noticed several groups moving a bit sluggishly through the first six holes really step it up 

when they meet the horde on #7. 

 The winter storm clean-up is progressing. The firewood pile continues to grow as do the piles 

of chips. Some areas that are out of play (for most of you) will wait until fall, as will the spreading of 

the chips. The next step is to remove the loose and damaged limbs still in the trees. Kevin, Jon, and 

Jerrod have had to really bust hump to clear so many areas of branches, logs, and chips. Of course, 

they’ve had to do this in addition to their normal course duties. I honestly didn’t believe they could 

get us this playable this quickly without extra help. We’ll discuss our fine crew in a bit more detail in 

the next newsletter. 

 It’s no secret what a great job our gardener, Janet, does. It’s remarkable how much she ac-

complishes with a small budget and little help. I’m most impressed with how each garden improves 

and matures over time, thanks to her vision and planning. Each spring about this time we receive 

our large shipment of annuals. This results in a plantathon for Janet. She singlehandedly  put sever-

al hundred plants in the ground, all over the course in just a few days’ time. Thanks, Janet, for all 

your efforts. 

 The emerald ash borer has devastated millions of ash trees in Michigan. Indian Hills has not 

been spared. We have lost many wonderful, mature trees primarily on holes 4, 6, and 7. The tree 

carvings in #6 fairway and by the bridge on #7 are our way of making lemonade from lemons. 

Thanks to the efforts of Dr. James Kielbaso, we have managed to keep a handful of selected ash trees 

around the eighth green and on the ninth hole alive and well. Dr. Kielbaso is an arborist and retired 

professor from M.S.U. He treats and inspects the ashes annually and he is the only reason we have 

any healthy ashes left. Dr. Kielbaso is also the source of the stand of catulpas along the right side of 

#7 fairway. 

50 %  off RE-GROOVING                                   
 Regularly $10.00 per club, now just    

           $5.00  with coupon.  

       Get some spin !!    

Expires July 31st, 2014 
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Indian Hills is a 9 hole golf course that is one of  Lansing area's hidden treasures. Won-

derfully maintained, the golf course features lush fairways and consistently rolling 

greens. Mature trees frame the fairways and strategically placed bunkers and water haz-

ards challenge your game. Indian Hills caters to golfers of all levels. The course is short 

enough for beginners to feel comfortable... while still providing a challenge for the ex-

pert player. The golf course is highlighted by abundant wildlife and numerous eye catch-

ing gardens. 

 

At Indian Hills Custom Golf, we've been building custom golf clubs since 1979. Our pro-

fessionally certified club makers Sam Anderson and J.C. Petersen can customize clubs 

for golfers of all abilities, from beginners to top players. Our full service pro shop offers 

a full range of club repairs, including re-gripping, extending or shortening clubs, re-

shafting, loft and lie adjustments and much more. Most repairs can be done promptly 

and expertly within 48 hours. Custom club fitting by appointment Monday-Saturday. 

Check us out on the web: 

www.ihcustomgolf.com 

 

 

 

www.facebook.comIndianHillsGolfCourse 

@IndianHillsMI 

 

 

Indian Hills 

4887 Nakoma 

Okemos, MI 48864 

517-349-1010 

     

           

indianhillscustomgolf@yahoo.com 

 

“Get Your Thrills at Indian Hills” 
 

 


